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What distinguishes social work from 










Human wellbeing, indeed human 








Social Justice and Human Rights
• Our profession is concerned with the equitable distribution of 
resources and opportunities
• We advocate for all persons to be treated with respect and 
dignity, free from discrimination and oppression
• The negative impacts of the ecological crisis threaten human 
wellbeing
• These impacts are not evenly or equitably distributed
• They will fall most heavily on those individuals, groups, 




‘Utilising theories of human behaviour and social systems, social 
work intervenes at the points where people interact with their 
environments’ (IFSW, 2000, in AASW, 2010: 7, Section 1.1).
‘Social work operates at the interface between people and their 




‘The social work profession also recognises that social work takes 
place in a context whereby social systems have a mutually 
interdependent relationship with the natural environment’ (AASW, 
2010: 9. Section 1.3).
‘The social work profession promotes the protection of the 




‘Social workers will advocate for and promote the protection of 
the natural environment in recognition of its fundamental 
importance to the future of human society’ (AASW, 2010:
20, Section 5.1.3, clause M).
‘Social workers will meet their responsibilities to 
society by engaging in action to promote 
societal and environmental wellbeing’




Impacts of Climate Change
• More frequent and extreme heat
• Rising seas and increased coastal flooding
• Longer and more severe bushfires
• More frequent and more severe cyclones and storms
• Significant and widespread health impacts
• Destruction of marine ecosystems
• More severe droughts in some areas
• Forest death
• Impacts on groundwater supplies
• Disruption to food supplies
























Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Issues
Grief and Loss











As new professionals...what now?
• Become better informed about the relationship between humans 
and the natural environment
• Become better informed about the scale and impacts of the 
ecological crisis and climate change
• Take individual action to reduce your ecological footprint
• Work with groups and organisations to reduce their ecological 
footprint and embed sustainability as ‘core business’
• Look for ways to harness the positives of the environment in your 
practice....and raise awareness of environmental issues
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As new professionals...what now?
• Work towards meaningful action on climate change at the State, 
National and International levels
• Lobbying governments, petitions, submissions, letters, VOTE
• Get Active: Get Involved; with community groups, with social 
activists, with change oriented organisations
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•Inform
•Support
•Resource
•Activate
#sw4ca
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Thank You
